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an elastic line extending between the net and the means for establishing an anchor, and the said 
means for establishing an anchor comprises a spiral rod for ground entry with a tensing handle that 
can be at ground level on completion of entry and the freedom of movement is established by at 
least one rotating interconnection for rotating around the line axis and means for establishing one 
movable line of free movement normal to such axis. ~ 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 on a combination of Sowards ('095) and 
Ainscough et al. (789). The rejection is respectfully traversed as to claims 1-4 and in respect of 
possible application to claims 1-4 as now amended and claims 5 and 6 now presented. 

Obviousness of combination is not appropriate here. The references teach away from 
modification to meet Applicants' claims. Further the references do not give a true game simulation 
for soccer or like ball movement sports. 

Specifically: 

(a) Ainscough et al. rejects an elastic tether line or the like. They state at col. 1, 11. 30- 
43 to "substantially inelastic" (col. 2, 1. 28). 

By the term 'substantially inelastic' in describing the cord is meant that the fibers or 
strands forming the cord experience very little stretching or expansion other than a 
tensile or compression force which tightens or loosens die fit between adjacent fiver or 
strands. This cord is in contrast to a bungee cord which stretches substantially under a 
tensile force. 

Further, a pole 46 or 66 is provided in all of the embodirnents of FIGS. 1-6 and related text and die 
point of the tether is high up rather tiian at ground level. Note, also, objection in the reference to 
anchoring and distant kicking (col. 1, 11. 21-42). 

(b) In die Ainscough et al. system the pole 46 or 66 interferes with ball movement and 
such interference and an inelastic tether limit realistic simulation of soccer play. But the reference 
asserts its own contrary features arguing for alleged offsetting advantages. 

(c) Sowards objects to tethering and anchoring as in the presendy recited invention, 
limiting the ball to rocking about ring 1 18 in a circular arc movement (FIG. 10) or spring 42 
twisting (FIG. 1). There is no significant range of motion and no opportunity in Sowards' 
apparatus (or in Ainscough et al.) to simulate a true soccer pass or kick on goal and see a realistic 
motion of the ball. 

(d) Sowards also objects to prior art (col. 1, 11. 13-24) tethering a soccer ball to an 
anchor on die basis diat the tether causes a slow return time. This objection is solved by the 
current invention by varying the length and/or the thickness of the elastic tether. Contrary to 
Sowards assertions, with an elastic cord a player can effect a great variety of fast returns of 
different angles that are anything but "fixed." While Applicants agree with die Ainscough et al. 
objection to the limitations of Dudley (USP 5,620,186) wrapping a cord around die anchor, like 
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Sowards, Ainscough et al. are off the mark with respect to the elastic tethered ball not being 
available for contact with the player's foot. It is available as Applicants have demonstrated over and 
over (and as others have demonstrated too with an embodiment of the invention; see below) and 
this can be confirmed in a Rule 132 Declaration. 

(e) The presently recited invention provides a much closer approximation of normal 
game play than the system of either Sowards or Ainscough et al. The present invention allows 
repetitive kicking in a variety of angles and trajectories from any position around the anchor on the 
fly. The player can move around to kick the ball, which cannot be done with the Sowards or 
Ainscough et al. devices. Most importantly, with the present invention a player can kick the ball 
straight ahead in front of herself and see if the ball goes in the direction intended. One 
troublesome skill for young players to learn is "lifting" the ball upward when they kick it. This is 
impossible with the Sowards device. With the Ainscough et al. device, the player cannot see where 
the ball travels and the swiveling arm constrains the ball's rising, which is die opposite of what die 
young player wants to practice. 

(f) The Sowards and Ainscough et al. devices do not permit the visual feedback young 
players need. They need to see if dieir kicking practice is producing the desired results. By using 
an elastic tether the present invention allows the player to see the results of the kick in terms of 
velocity, trajectory, height and direction. These results are impossible to judge with die Ainscough 
et al. and Sowards devices and they are of central, crucial importance to a training device. This 
feedback feature is the result of applicants' use of the elastic cord that Ainscough et al. and Soward 
reject. 

(g) Enclosed herewith is a copy of the package [and inside (graphic) directions sheet 
for installation and use] of a commercial embodiment of the present invention [SoccerEdge'^^ 
Bungee Cord Training Tool]. Also enclosed are several sheets copied from the back of a package 
for Kwik Kick Speed Ball™ ("A Punching Bag for the Feet") a commercial embodiment of the 
Sowards invention. A copy of its internal direction sheet is also enclosed. A commercial 
embodiment of the Ainscough et al. invention was offered on TV home shopping but was not a 
durable offering and has little if any marker present today as far as Applicants are aware. Soccer 
coaches have approved the Applicants' Soccer Edge™ device favorably. 

(h) The described and presentiy claimed invention makes a distinct contribution to the 
art and all the evidence widiin the Sowards and Ainscough et al. references and in the marketplace 
and in training fields points. 

(i) Given the incompatibilities of the references with each other and the principles of 
die invention described and claimed herein and given the real world evidence militating against a 
conclusion of obviousness it is submitted that a sec. 103 rejection is inappropriate and claims 1-6 
should be allowed. 

(j) If there are any questions, please call Applicant's attorney, collect, at the number 
given above. Please charge Deposit Account 03-2410 for claim fees adjustments. A duplicate 
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copy of this page is enclosed for accounting purposes. Please ignore the anomalous 3/17/00 EDS 
referred to in the action (for purposes of this response). The matter will be investigated and 
clarification will be provided later. Applicants did not file that IDS. It is requested that the 
objection to Declaration be withdrawn since each inventor made all the then necessary allegations 
except for "sole" vs. "joint" and joint invention is well understood from the continuing maintenance 
of the application (including its cover page). 



Respectfully submitted. 



CHRISTOPHER EVANS, et al.. Applicants 



Dated: June 7, 2001 



By: 




Jerry Cohen 
Reg. No. 20,522 
Attorney for Applicants 
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APPENDIX A 

1. An apparatus for holding a soccer ball, comprising: 

a) a tie down stake having 

i) a spiraled lower portion to be inserted into the ground; and 

ii) a circular-shaped upper portion; 

b) a ring on said circular-shaped upper portion, said ring able to travel along a 
substantial portion of said circular-shaped upper portion, said ring to hold a tether to said tie down 
stake; [ and] 

c) a handle under said circular-shaped upper portion. 

d) an elastic tether line: and 

e^i means for securing the soccer ball in a minimally interfering way with kicking, 
the tether being tied at its ends to, and extending between, the ring and said means for 
securing . - 

- 5. Apparatus for holding a ball for movement about an anchor position and retry 
comprising: 

(a) means for securing the ball, 

(b) means for establishing a ground level anchor, 

(c) flexible tethering means enabling movement of the ball from a position at or spaced 
from tiie anchor to another position spaced from die anchor and automatic retrieval of tiie ball, all 
within a zone of variable boundary depending on external moving force applied to the ball and 
through it to the flexible tethering means, 

the apparatus as a whole constructed and arranged to provide a clear field for ball 
movement over the anchor and in a surrounding zone and with multiple degrees of freedom of 
movement to enable simulation of usual play mode of usage of the ball. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein the ball is secured in a net, the tethering means is 
an elastic line extending between the net and the means for establishing an anchor, and the said 
means for establishing an anchor comprises a spiral rod for ground entry with a tensing handle tiiat 
can be at ground level on completion of entry and tht fi-eedom of movement is established by at 
least one rotating interconnection for rotating around the line axis and means for establishing one 
movable line of free movement normal to such axis.- 
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